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Ninhalese literarv work belonging to the fourteenth
century. It is evident from this attempt of hers
that she has spent much time and energy in editing
this little book.

5. For convenience, let us call this edition of hers.
the University Edition (U. E.) -

6. Mr. Rajasekera, Notary Public, who had the
distinction of editing this text first (1920) was a
product of a Pirivena. As it was a pioneer work it
1s possible that some errors might have been over-
looked by him in his text. Therefore such errors are
not to his discredit.

7. From a University Edition prepared by one
who had the advantage of the research of the earlier
editor, a great deal more was to be expected. Itis a.
matter for regret, however, that this University
Edition fails to make any fresh contribution to our
knowledge and the edition itself is no improvement
on that of Mr. Rajasekera.

8. Iread the preface to the University Edition
with interest after I had perused the text. A critical
reading of this text makes one pick out a large
number of corrupt readings. It 1s because of the
respect I have for university education that I was
led to a wrong impression regarding the frequent
recurrence of corrupt readings. I was, at first,
reluctant to attribute those errors to "the editress,
who is a lecturer in our University, where Sinhalese
is, perhaps, the chief branch of study.

9. A comparison of this recent edition with the
editio princeps of Mr. Rajasekera naturally leads us to-
a much larger question, raised by certain University
teachers and their students, who have attempted
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to impress upon the public that pirivena education,
unlike university education. retards the growth of
the innate critical faculties of a student. This view
of theirs has been proclaimed from public plat-
forms and in the columns of newspapers; the merits
of pirivena education have thus suffered by default
and I may, therefore, be excused if I appear to
digress shightly from my present purpose to
invite the critical reader to make a comparison
between the two texts aforementioned and
assess for himself the relative merits of pirivena and
university education. Comparing the attainments
of the two types of students at the time of admission
to the two types of institutions, and the facilities
afforded to University students and teachers, the
amount of public money spent at the University on
lavish salaries, extensive libraries, magnificent build-
ings, luxurious equipment, liberal scholarships, etc.,
with the meagre assistance given by the Government
and the public to the pirivens, it is not surprising that
one naturally presumes the standard of education at
a University to be much higher than that at a pirivena.

-10. It is generally assumed that university edu-
cation ultimately leads to research studies. On first
thought, therefore, I presumed that the learned
editress may have deliberately retained these corrupt
readings in the text for the benefit of students of an
institution for higherstudies, with a view to providing
for such errors being discovered, criticised and cor-
rected by the students, in accordance with some
modern teaching device adopted at the University
in regard to the training of research workers. But
such a surmise had to be speedily abandoned in view
of the following claim she makes for her edition :
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< Although this text is small, the energy expended
on it has been great without deviating from scientific
methods. We did not fail to examine even the
minutest differences occurring in the ola manuscripts.
that were at our disposal. We believe, therefore,
that to a great extent, the present version corres-
ponds to the original text.” If this has been her
intention, there is not the slightest doubt that she has
failed in achieving it, as she has, in spite of the
energy, she claims to have expended on her work,
retained corrupt readings which are productive of
meanings remote from what the author intended.

11. The critical methods, elaborated by savants
in Europe, are well-known and need not be dwelt
upon here. There is no doubt that those methods.
have been productive of excellent results where they
have been applied to the editing of many texts, but
when applied with unswerving dogmatic attachment
and without due consideration to the circumstances
relating to the literary work to which they are being
applied, they become utterly impractical, however
¢ scientific ” those methods may be. Such applica-
tion is no more successful than the administration of
a scientifically tested drug, without due consideration
of the complications of a particular case but merely
on the grounds that the drug has been found effective
in the treatment of similar cases before.

12. Now, the normally accepted principle among
critical scholars is not to admit any reading into the
text which is not supported by manuscripts—a very
salutary inhibition, indeed. To arrive at an intelligi-
ble and satisfactory text of an ancient literary work,
by this means. is possible only in those cases where
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the text-tradition has been continuous and reliable,
where the available manuscripts are numerous and
the errors of one group of manuscripts can be cor-
rected by better readings in another. The case, how-
ever, is different where the text-tradition is unreliable,
the extant manuscripts are few or, even when fairly
numerous, are all derived from an archetype which
is corrupt.

13. What is possible in such cases, if one were to
follow strictly the methods above referred to, is to
give a text which is the result of the collation of all
available manuscripts, pointing out where the text is
corrupt. Such an edition of an old literary work
will only be useful in the hands of mature scholars
who will rest content without coming to conclu-
sions about the interpretation of individual words or
even whole phrases or sentences. However, if put
into the hands of immature students, particularly, to
be studied for an examination of an elementary
nature, it is bound to cause incalculable harm, for
the young mind abhors a vacuum. It is infinitely
worse when such corrupt readings are presented in
editions by those who lay some claim to scholarship,
not only without any warning with regard to the
occurrence of errors in the texts, but also with the
assurance that these texts have been the result of
the application of * scientific >’ methods. Students,
teachers as well as examiners, will interpret them
according to individual ability and attribute to the
author ideas and fancies which he never dreamt of.
This may not, of course, be of much moment'so far
as the passing of examinations is concerned, for if
the student, the teacher, and the examiner are all
agreed that kos (jak fruit) means pol (coconut), there
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is an end to the matter. If. on the other hand, the
aim is to give the student an idea as to what the
author actuallv meant to convey, it is imperative
that an editor should adopt all accepted methods
available to him, over and above the evidence of the
manuscripts, in his attempt to see through the mist
of misreadings due to the ignorance or carelessness
of many generations of copyists.

14. On these grounds and following the principles
laid down in paragraph 30, I have amended, accord-
ing to my lights, such readings as are obviously
corrupt in all the manuscripts, so far asI can gather,
from the previous editions. In the production of a
standard text the necessity for such amendment is
strong even when one has to deal with obscurity of
meaning only, arising from the errors of half-
educated copyists (e.g. vesi vd da' for e swada and
somnasin barimatira* for somnas-barimitira ete.) or
those of highly educated university editors (e.g.
sayurata® for sasara-sayurata and virandam' for
viram dat, etc.). But when an editor is compelled to
promulgate new and startling theories of music
(see para. 28) or distort well-established facts of
history etc., (see para. 22) in order to defend
the infallibility of readings ‘scientifically ” arrived
at there is no choice whatever but to amend such
absurd errors.

15. Amendation of corrupt readings, without

manuscript authority, has been resorted to by
scholars whose proficiency in critical methods no

C.E.P.1—L. 14. .
U.E.P.2—L.19. CI-U.E. 37—L. 14.
U. E. P. 27—L. 17.

U. E. P. 48—L. 26.

o X
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one will dispute. When Professor E. B. Cowell
brought out the editio princeps of the Buddha Carila
it became evident to Sanskrit scholars throughout
the world that the work of a poet of great calibre had
been brought to light. It was also realised that the
text as published by Professor Cowell from available
manuscripts did scant justice to the poetic genius
of Bhadanta Asvaghosa. Reputed scholars, in
Europe as well as in India, suggested numerous
amendations of corrupt readings, on the same
principles as have guided me in my amendations
of the present text. All these suggested corrections
and many more of his own, have been resorted to
by Dr. E. H. Johnston as the notes attached to his
text and translation would testify in his edition of
the Buddha Carita, apart from the first manuscript
evidence which he was able to utilise. When the late
Sir D. B. Jayatilaka brought out the first part of his
edition of Dhampiya Atuva Gditapada, an interested
reader pointed out corrupt readings, which had
escaped the notice of that eminent scholar, and
suggested amendations for them. The reputed savant
readily accepted them and inserted them in the errata
to his work (see introduction to the Dhampiya Atuva
Gatapada—p. Xix).

16. Now let us glance at this University Edition
of the Dalada Sirita and see what are the  scientific
methods that its editress did not transgress or dis-
regard, and how far her edition corresponds to the
coriginal text. The footnotes appearing in my edition
are readings adopted by earlier editors of this work.
‘The parts imnserted within square brackets are neces-
sary supplements not found in other editions.
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17. Ido not think that it is at all necessary to
examineall corrupt readings in this U. E. of the Dalada
Sirita.  Let me indicate a few of the more glaring
ones. To begin with let me point out the following :
(page 16—line 3) sd@ kothi grivadhatun vahansé
pihituvd (having enshrined the grivadhatu m the
pinnacle of the caitya). Relics are enshrined in a
relic chamber of a “caitva’’ and not in a pinnacle.
Moreover. during the time referred to, the architec-
ture of the stiipa had not evolved to include a pinnacle
at the top. The chattra (umbrella) was the crowning:
feature. (see The Stiipa in Ceylon—pp. 32 and 39).
It is. therefore, certain that the author would not-
have used the word sd kothi. The text leaves us in
no doubt that the original reading would have been
sd kushi (in the caitya).

18. Consider the phrase on page 17—line 21 of”
the U. E. tungu keles ayuru van meaning thereby
« like like high kailasa ”. Here the words ayuru and
van have the same meaning * like”. This repeti-
tion of meaning is out of place and unsuitable.
Hence one would naturally regard one of these words
as incorrect. The word keles means the mountain
Laildsa. Therefore one might expect a word meaning"
“ mountain > after the word keles. There are a.
number of words in Sinhalese having this meaning.
Of these we should select one ending in ‘ru’ so that it-
would thyme with the words yaturu van. The word
dduru, derived from Sanskrit adri, means mountain,
and it would be reasonable to assume that the author-
of the Dalada Sirita used this word and not any
other. Hence the complete text should read as-.
tungu, keles dduru van............... yaluru van. '
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19.  Another interesting reading appearing in the
U. K. (page 22—Tline 13) is snaniya »i deviyan. This
expression literally means “ gods fit for bathing in .
I amsure that the author of the Dalada Sirita would
have laughed at an expression like this. The actual
word in the original text might have been another
word. The word sanatana which means ‘eternal " or
‘ permanent’ is often used as an epithet of the gods
(see my comments on page 78). I therefore amended
the reading to: sandtana vi deviyan—(eternal gods).

20. Let us examine the following: (page 37—
line i2) yuhu va gos nuvara visituru wturw vasal dorin
gos maha-mevunagiri vehera vida (having advanced
quickly and passing through the picturesque northern
gate entered mahamevunagiri vehera) Mahamevuna
Park is situated in the southern outskirts of the city
of Anuradhapura (see my comments on page 89). A
person who is in a hurry would not have taken such
a devious route to reach his destination. Undoubted-
" lv the king entered the Mahameéghavana through
the southern gate. When one reads the above pas-
sage of the U. E., one is reminded of the proverb
parangiya kolle giya vageyu (like the Portuguese going
to Kotte). The author would have used a
word to mean the southern gate with the ending
“turu’ to rhyme with wvisituru. The word anuturu,
meaning southern was used by renowned poets like
Sri Rahula of Totagamuva (see Salalihinisandesa—13).
The word anuturu can be derived from the Sanskrit
word anuttard meaning ‘‘southern ” (see Apte's
Sanskrit-English Dictionary). Therefore, the word
that the author would have used was anwfuru and
not wufuru.
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21. Consider the following : dumbwusumbulin (page
40—line 5). The compound word dumbulusumbulin
means from dumbwlusumbulu. The word dumbulu
means soot and sumbulu means inner bark of trees. It
may also mean a cumbata (a coil used as a pad. dara-
nuwa). There is no sense in speaking of incense being
thrown into dumbulu or sumbwu and also the fumes
of no scent would rise from them. Incense is thrown
into vessels containing live embers, and it will cause
smoke to rise. Hence, it is very likely that there
was in this context a word with such a meaning.
‘This word is most likely dumalosu. The text should,
therefore, read as dumalosu pelin and not as dumbulu
sumbulin (see my comments on page 93).

22, According to this edition (page 43—line 8) we
learn that King Vijaya Bahu I caused maha-senanga
(a mighty host of people) to come here from the
country called Aramana. But according to Maha-
vansa, Pujavaliya etc., it is stated that the great
king caused maha-sangana (Bhikkhus) to come here
from Aramana. The error is quite clear.

23. Errors of this type are not rare in both these
previous editions.

24. An editor of a text should always pay atten-
tion to grammatical rules. Words like samaharek
{U. E. 5°), bhagavat-tema (U. E. 12%), raja-tumek
(U. E. 18%), rajjuruvé (38'°) and many others in the
nominative case are employed without finite verbs.
The sentences : éraja ............... nédngitha (19"78),
and ma............ yemst (30'°) are types of mistakes that
<annot be condoned even in the work of a school boy
and it is very uufortunate that such mistakes have
entered into the University Edition. .
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25. A person who edits a hook of this type shouid
compare the text with related works in regard to
instances where such comparisons are necessary and
relevant. Dalada@ Sirita is an expanded presenta-
tion of Ddathavansa. The error piyavi gamanin
(37'%) is due to the fact that Dathavansa had not
been consulted. According to Dathavansa the king
went on foot. Therefore piyavi gamanin should read
as prya-gamanin.

26. The list of Sinhalese kings given in the  pre-
vious editions of the Dalada Sirita had not been
compared with similar lists appearing in the Jaha-
vansa, Pijavaliya, etc. Names of no less than nine
kings have been left out in the U. E. Certain names
are incorrect. senevi maharaja (42'°) ought to be
Senevt Manaraja.

27. The word lovuturu (4'%) for lomituru is an error
which would never be made by one who knows some-
thing about Buddhist Doctrines (see my notes:
on p. 62). The word lomituru appears as a footnote
in the Rajasekera Edition and also in two ola
manuscripts (O : 5, and AA 12) in the Colombo
Museum Library. This last reading lomaturu 1s not
given even as a variant in the U. E.

28. Theerror batis (48*°)-thirty two musical modes
(ragas), is due to not referring to works on Indian
music according to which there were thirty six
modes (see my comments on p.109). The correct
word is satts. The knowledge that the musical
modes were 36 in number was so common in ancient
India (including Ceylon) that Visnusarman credited
even an animal with that knowledge (see Pancatanira
V—53). It is, i therefore, a matter for regret
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that the learned editress has given cause to students
to infer that the author of the Dalada Sirita was
lacking even in such elementary knowledge.

29. The sentence on page 48, beginning with line
19 is full of errors. In the text niraturu va pudaveses
karana lesa sakpanca vaddaru.................. pudaveses
da........ salasva, the word pudaveses occurs twice.
Hence in my edition I changed the second one to
widaveses (kinds of musical instruments). In the
same passage the words manadolin, igena kira and
kambli viridu binda are included in the list of names
of musical instruments. They are meaningless in
this context. In the index the editress has carelessly
split up the expression sakpanca vaddaru into sak and
paica vaddaru. She would not have done this if she
had glanced at Dr. Paranavitana’s notesin The T'emple
.of the Tooth in Kandy. In the sixth chapter of
this book, in a footnote occurring on page 34,
Dr. Paranavitana states as follows: ¢ The s =@
(sakpafica) is enumerated by Thup S.—P. 180 among
kinds of drums along with the @98 (udikki).” It
is an unpardonable mistake to have split up the word
.sakpanca into sak and paiica and connected panca
with another word vaddaru (see my comments p. 104).

30. An editor of ancient literary works should
‘adhere to the following principles: (1) collating of
manuscripts, (2) comparing related texts where nece-
ssary, (3) considering the meaning, (4) considering the
suitability of the meaning, (5) applying the rules of
grammar, (6) considering its bearing on other fields
of knowledge, (7) paying attention to the language

.of the period in which the work was written and (8)
not deviating from tradition without strong reason.
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31. Ofthe principlesabove referred to. it is clear from
‘this edition that the University pays attention to
the first only, and that too rather carelessly. At times,
passages and words, contrary to her claim in her pre-
face, have been left out. « Compare my edition—pages
-.and lines—41"°, 44'7, 49%, 50'°, etc. with the following
pages and lines of the U.E.—42° 44° 48" 49" etc

32. The index given at the end of the U. E. is not
.of much use to students. Although the word cidra-
vanaya occurs in the index. it cannot be traced in a
single extant version of the text. Some words, such
as lovuturu which occurs in the line 16 of page 4 of
the U. E. are not included in the index whereas
astrita for asirita, ekminnada for ekaminndada, sitata-
pavarana (Sita’s umbrella) for sitatapavarana (white
umbrella) are included in it.

33. A word may also be said with regard to the
variant readings appearing in the footnotes of the
U.E. To me it appears that the overloading of the
printed text of the U. E. with such readings found
» In  manuscripts as bhayanakha' for bhayanaka,
dhavaladhapatra and dlmz,alddapatm.2 for dhavalata-
patra, anavarana for anavarana etc. serves as little
purpose as if I had enlarged the present text by the
inclusion of readings such as ambara tura® (the sky
tree) for ambaratura (in the sky), kes da mata* (hair,
relics or giver or having being burnt, fist) for
kesdamita (handful of hair-relics) etc. which are pro-
ducts of “scientific” methods, as footnotes in the

. U.E. P.34—n 23.

. 22—n 6.

S
cacs
b
'vru-v
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present edition. Such variant readings do not
render any assistance to determine the original words
of the author.

34. I regret to mention here as a well-wisher of
our chief seat of learning that it is not to the
credit of the University to place in the hands of
scholars and students works of this type.

35. Owing to lack of facilities, many teachers in
pirivens are greatly handicapped in regard to research
work in ancient culture. To meet this handicap, 1
added a glossary at the end of this book.

36. Lastly I must state here that my sincere
thanks are due to the Venerable Welivita Sri Sara-
nankara Anunivaka Théra of Malwatu Vihara,
Kandy ; Pandit Halyile Sumanatissa Thera,
Principal, Dhammadipa Pirivena, Wattegama ; Dr. S.
Paranavitana, 0.B.E., Archaeological Commissioner ;
Mr. H. Gunatillake, retired Inspector of Schools,
Kegalla and Mr. A. W. Kaluaratchi, Inspector of
Schools, who helped me in many ways in editing this
book and commenting on the same. My thanks are *
also due to Messrs M. D. Gunasena & Co. Ltd. for
having invited me to edit this book.

WELIVITIYE SORATA

Navaka THERA.
Vidyodaya Pirivena,
Colombeo.
December 20, 1949.
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